^8                        SHORT STORIES

lady at first felt sad at having to leave everything,
but she got over the feeling easily. At the
moment of leaving the house, however, she said
to herself that she ought to have a small vessel
with her in case her husband wished to drink some
water on the way. It would be useful even after
they reached Sriranga. So she took a silver cup
with her. On the way they had to pass some forest
coqntry and were by themselves. The husband in
front and the lady behind, they had proceeded some
distance, when the lady said that she felt afraid.

The husband asked, " What have you and I
to fear ? Be at peace,"

When they had walked a little further the
lady again expressed fear.

The husband stopped and looked at her.
" Have you brought anything from Kanchi ? I
told you to leave everything behind," he said.

The lady said that she had brought a silver
cup,-thinking it might be of use to him.

Her husband said : " The God who gave in
Kanchi, will He not give in Srirangg, ? I did not
imagine that you would forget this. Now, throw
away the cup."

The lady spoke no - word in reply but took
out the cup and threw it away. When they had